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I am anxious %o hear how your prelismiaary consideration of “eubdstitutional
ahemotherapy" has bBeen coming aloag. I etill find no good remson to retrest from
my seal for thie avorosch. This recogniszes, however, the necessity of contimuing
to expleit the mors Sraditional methods.

One reason that I was reminded o communicsts with you again was & papsr
in lnnt week's SCIESCE which referrsd to this ccgurrence of an aatidacterial agent
in solutions of sryptovhan that had bdesn subjest to irrsdiatiom. I havs no {dea
whathsr this 1tself 1s going to lead them anywhers, but I was intersstad that they
Aad in fact smbarked on this apvroach with ths hope of finding an anti-metadolite.

The arsa that may prove the most interesting here, although the technical
spyorosch is the most diffiocult, would be, 1 think, in the treatment if possidle of
DEA and ths trial of such saterinl in tumor therapy., A lot of wvork is of course
going on on Srials with carefully synthesisad analogs of mugleic acid componante,
and sone of this may in due course pay off even more than it has until aow. Xowsver,
1 think that there is still more room for the more comprshensivs, if alopvier,
apnrosch that I had besn outliming., Would I be asking Voo much to rsguest some sort
ef dizest of your curreat thiaking about this prodlem and the apeoifie ways in which
you might e considering going about 1t. I realiece thet it might be such more
fruaftful 1f 1 could manage a personal contact us, if anything, affairs have desn
mors hegtic than sver. We have shifted our plans for sustralia somevhst. Our
vresent itinerary will Bring us to leave the States on Augnust let and we will get
back sometime befors the end of NHovemder. There is a good deal of work going on down
thsre in therapsutic soreening, especially for tubsrculosis, and you may find something
interesting in whet I can dig ocut thesre,

Qur work on L foras, .., ths growth of protoplasts in agar, is coming to
sn {nteresting conclusion. Regently a number of wall-deficient mutants wvhich have
arissn in the course of growth of E.goll in the pressncs of penicillia have deen
{solated and some of them at least are dlocked ia the synthesis of dinmine vimelie neild.
Yo are looking nt othsrs to ses 1f we oan pick up other specifio wall precursors, the
nost interesting of which migiit be s substance earboxyethylglucoseamine, which has
now besn christened Muriamic Acid. Ye never have regeived from you a samvle of the
sulfonic analog of IAF thet you had been playing with. Is thers any mare to say
about the poesible activity of these compounds?

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Ledsrderg

JL131g



